Human settlement between floodplain and steppe
Though humankind settled on the edges of the vast floodplains of the river during the Neolithic, management of the landscape only began in the late Copper Age (3000-4000 years BC) (Sümegi et al., 2005 , Magyari, 2002 . Presumably, by the Bronze Age (2000-3000 years BC) the land use on the different parts of the landscape had diverged. The floodplain meadows and marshes along the river were utilized for floodplain management (extensive animal husbandry and pisciculture), while at higher elevations, the former steppes were replaced by arable fields (Sümegi et al., 2005 , Molnár, 2007 . The major medieval country towns were established on the border of these two regions (Frisnyák, 1990) . Animal husbandry was unambiguously the basis for their economies (Bellon, 2003) . The Tisza was the most important route for transport of the ores, timber and salt from Transylvania. Major Salt Roads departed from its harbours and its ports were the most important nodes of the post roads and the routes of the cattle herds. This area, which had became the most important agricultural region of the Carpathian Basin, became almost totally depopulated during the 150 years of the Turkish regime during the 16 th and 17 th centuries, when only the major towns remained inhabited (Frisnyák, 1990) . The settlements started to be repopulated in the early 18 th century. In addition to farming and tillage, their inhabitants also restored the floodplain management on the riverine areas.
Connected dynamics in farming and biodiversity

Traditional farming practices
The basis for water level control was allowing the floodwater to inundate the lower-lying marshes and meadows (floodplain management, from the Bronze Age to the river control period). This was achieved by making gaps in the sediment ridges running along the river. After the flood, the water was allowed to gradually drain away from the meadows. Subsequently, the drained meadows were grazed by herds of grey cattle, horses, sheep or pigs. Pigs were also driven into the vast riverine oak woodlands to let them feed on the acorns. Meadows covered by shallow water served as important spawning sites for the fish, and these were only grazed after the fish had spawned. The inhabitants achieved a high level of fish production by construction of interconnected systems of these temporary ponds. Local people earned their living from this so-called floodplain management by
